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Annotating Texts

Why annotate while reading? We annotate primarily for two reasons, both of which, when done well, increase our engagement with and appreciation of the text while preparing us for discussion and writing.
Reason 1: Annotating helps us read actively.
The kinds of reading we do for our classes, different from reading for pleasure (which is also great!) requires active engagement. When we read for our classes, we study how meaning gets made and how arguments are supported by evidence.
Annotating, using whatever system you create for yourself, helps keep you awake and more attuned to the what—the argument, the reasoning, the plot, the characters, etc.—and the how—how the writer crafts the content, and to what effect.
It’s true that annotating can pull you out of the momentum of the story or the sway of an argument, but as you get more used to doing it, you’ll become better at simultaneously enjoying and actively processing what you’re reading.
We benefit from opportunities to discuss our questions and thoughts about our texts with classmates and teachers, but the annotations we make while reading are our first chance to record and develop those thoughts. A well-annotated text is a thought-through text.
Reason 2: Annotating helps us remember both the text and our thoughts. 
The physical act of writing forces a deliberation and concrete engagement that more deeply imprints into our memory than simply thinking does.
Also, our annotations create a record that we can use to locate relevant passages during class discussion, when studying for exams, or when preparing to write an essay. The better you’ve annotated your text, the easier it will be to find evidence to incorporate into your paper. And if you come back to your annotated text weeks, months, or years later, you can engage not only with the original text but also with your own recorded thoughts.
How to annotate:
Highlighting or underlining are a baseline for annotation, a starting point, but they aren’t enough. All they do is draw your attention; they don’t tell you why the marked passage is important. 
On top of highlights and underlines, you’ll need to develop a system that works for you. Here are some potential strategies to get you started:
· Punctuation marks & symbols – ? for confusion, ! for surprise, * for emphasis
· Vertical lines in the margin – to mark the most central or most important material
· Numbers – to track a sequence
· Squiggly underline – for new words to look up



· Circle names – especially when a new character is introduced, to keep track
· Emojis – :( for tragic moments, :o for surprising moments, etc.
· Color-coding
· Tabs/stickies/dog ears – not technically annotation, but can be a helpful supplement
No matter your established system, you’ll want to write actual notes as parts of your annotations. Some things you might write between lines or in the margins:
· Insights
· Reactions
· Questions you have
· Connections to other moments in the text
· Connections to other texts or class content
· Things to watch out for as you continue reading
Finally, you may want to create notes on the first page of each chapter or section: a few phrases of chapter or section summary, the central themes/motifs, and the questions you have about the chapter, for example.
Take a look at these examples of annotated texts:
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